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Summary of the September 1951 Monthly Nerrative Report for 
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK 


Page 
WEATHER: Warm, Low precipitation: comparisons. 1 
SPECIAL Rogers te Bozeman, Red Lodge Highway & South 
ACTIVITIES : Approach Road, Skinner & MeComas to Mg 


Hole, dohnston, Wohibrendt, Robinson, Miller 
to Idahe Falis. Johnston to Helene Natural 
Resouress Council, Defense Bond Drive. New 
school term; high & junior high to Gardiner by 
bus. Lake Store robbed. EKO filming at Moose 
Falls. Sale permits discontinued 30th. Body 


of Arnold Van Heuvelen found. 1-2 
INSPECTIONS : Official visitors listed. 203 
IN-SENVICE 
TRAINING : Weekly news. 2 
PUBLICITY : Travel figures for August mailed. Story to 
presses re finding Van Heuvelen body. 88,000 
broadsides on hand; 250,000 more ordered: no 
changes. 4 
PLANS, MAPS AND Master Plan & read projects. Read Conference. 
‘SURVEYS: fynval road inspeetion. Herranen & Lorenzen, 
Region Two, in on Canyon survey work. 4 
MAINTENANCE : Favorable month; roeds fairly good condition. 
Gonsiderable work on Norris euteff. Snow 
fence, guide posts. Some camps closed. Snow- 
fall. Maintenance Red Lodge road discontimned. 4-5 
CONSTRUCTION : Progress on South Approach projects. Other 
projects listed. 
COMPLAINTS : Nine complaint letters received. 6 
CONCESS TONERS : Closing dates. Drs. Looney & Smith left. Dr. 


Gerlach from 0. F. to Memmoth, resident physician. 
Hospitel closed llth. Teletype moved to Chief 
Clerk's office. New mail seheduie. Hamiltons 
left. Revised Haynes Guides received. 0, F. 

store taking in overnight guests. 6—F 
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RELIGIOUS SERVICES 


AND CHAPEL USE : 


INTERPRETIVE 
SERVICES: 


MUSEUM ACTIVITIES 
AND EXHIBITS: 


RESEARCH AND 
OBSERVATION : 


NATURAL HISTORY 
ASSOCIATION: 


INCREASE OR DECREASE 
IN TRAVEL: 


* 


VISITORS : 
RANGER SERVICE: 


FOREST FIRE 
PROTECTION : 


BLISTER RUST CONTROL: 


TRAILS : 


FIRE 
PROTECTION : 


ACCIDENTS AND PUBLIC 


SAFETY : 


sumer program discontinued; was well attended. 
Church services. Sunday Sehool ‘program. 


Condon 
Sign removal, 


All field program terminated by 23rd. 
guide on engineers!’ tour. 


Closing of museums. Museum Administrator Lewis 
survey of museums & wayside exhibits. 


Thermophylic samples gathered: also rock speci- 
mens. Thermal cleanup, Attempts pramote 
eruption Morning Glory. Absenee large mammals 


along roads, Bird observations. 
Annual meeting Y.L.M.A; Joffe elected Chairman, 
Fine work of Clerk Quist. Book sales. Nature 


Notes, 


126,996 visitors for month; 3% inerease over 
last Sept. 


Special visitors listed, 


Men to Olympie fire. Skinner & Condon con- 
ducted "Show Me" trip. Evans to Montana Wild- 
life Fed. meeting. Permits sold to end month. 
Highway & hunting patrols, cabins stocked for 
winter, winter moves, fencing shrubs, fish 
planting, recovering body from river, etc. 


38 injuries, 74 damages and 46 bears destroyed 
for season, 


Plantings. 
from Goose i. 


Findings at Grebe L. Fish over 9# 
Fewer fish Yell. Lake, 


Seen in new areas south park, Reduction plans, 


Few taken by hunters near park. Material for 
new traps. Evens to wildlife meet. -"Airlift' 
approved. 


Termination seas, smokejumpers & fire control 
aids. Jumping equipment returned. Inventory. 


Camp closed. Gynn & Chapman made survey. 
Work completed. 


Report of fire at Fishing Bridge store. 


Fifteen vehicle accidents, Body of Van 


Heuvelen recovered 


ad, 
sliowston? Park, 


fyorung 


b-9 


9-10 


1,166,346 for season; 5.08% increase. 10 


10-11 


1li-12 


Digitized by the Internet Archive = 
oe int 2073: | 


http://archive.org/details/superintendentso0Ouns__z50 


LAW ENFORCEMENT: 


Page 
Ten cases tried, 3 boys and 1 man held upon 
requests. 


Sen born to Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Watson. L5 


One of twin sons born to Mr. and Mre, Lloyd 

Winkle died September 3. Father of Mrs. 

Stenley McComas died. Body Arnold Van Heuvelen 
found, 15 


Condon to iashington conference & assignment. 
Disability retirement Breynton Finch approved. 
Bllis Gabbert, Fiseal Accountant, transferred 
from Olympie. Termination several seasonals. 
Transfer Frank Hirst to Chief Ranger, Mt, 


McKinley, 15-16 
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UNITED STATES ee 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL. PARK SERVICE 
. YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK 
FFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT MERE STONE TA eco. 


October 8, 1951 
Memorandum 


Tos the Director 


From: Superintendent, Yellowstone National Park 
Subject: Monthly Report for September 1951 


Following is the report of activities for Yellowstone 
National Park during the month of September 1951: 


Weather Conditions. Below normal precipitation occurred 
as a direct contrast to the excessive amount of precipitation which 
fell during August. Total precipitation for the month was 0.45 
inches. Temperatures also remained unseasonably high for the month. 
A waximm temperature of 77° was recorded on the 16th with a minimm 
of 19° occurring on the 27th. Fourteen days were recorded as cloudy, 
ten partly cloudy and six days clear. 


Comparative figures on preeipitetion for the month are as 
follows: 1943 - 9.70"; 1944 - 1.94": 1945 = 1.92"3 1946 - 1.90"; 
1947 = 2.73"; 1948 - 1.16"; 1949 ~ 2.20"; 1950 = 2.31"; and 1951 - 
0.45". 


| Special Activities. Superintendent Rogers made two trips 

I to Bozeman during the month on the 20th and 26th in conneetion with 

i! his project covering the legislative history of the Netional Park 

; Service areas. On September 6 he made an inspeetion of the Red 

if Lodge-Cooke Highway and on September 30 of the South Entrance Approach 
i Road. 


Chief Renger Skimmer made-a trip to Big Hole Battlefieid 
National Monument on September 6 to review operations at that area 
and Assistant Chief Ranger McComas visited the area on September 25 
to elose it for the season, 


Assistant Superintendent Johnston, Chief Engineer Wohlbrandt, 
Mechanical Supervisor Robinsen and Shop Foreman Miller visited 
Bechler River and made a trip to Idaho Falls on September 6 to inspect 
road equipment being used by the Idaho State Highway Department, Mr. 
Johnston also went to Helena on the evening of September 27 to attend 
the meeting of the Montane Natural Resources Couneil of State and 
Federal agencies held there on September 28, 
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The U. 5, Defense Bond Drive started on September 3, to 
continue through October 27. Park employees were urged to buy as 
many bonds as possible and to join the Payroll Savings Plan if they 
were not already participating. Bonds totaling $1,443.75 were sold 
through the Mammoth Post Office during the month, $356.25 of which 
! were purchased by National Perk Service employees. Purchases under 
! hort Sg Deduction Plan totaled $1,873.09. Yellowstone's quota 

8 o) ® 


The new school term started on Geptember 4 with Mrs, 
Alberta Stebbins and Mrs, Ralph Reed being engaged as teachers for 
the first six grades. The 7th and Sth grade students are now being 
accommodated in the new school at Gardiner which also houses the 
high school. A schocl bus delivers the students from Memmoth to 
Gardiner and return cach day. 


Hamilton's Lake Store was broken inte some time during the 
early morning of September 6 and considerable jewelry, curios and 
other items were stelen, estimated at between $2,000 and $3,000. 
Agents of the F.B.I. were called in to investigate the case but by 
the end of the month no report had been received that any information 
had been obtained on the burglers. 


RKO Radio Pictures, Inc., which company has been filming 
the picture "The Big Sky" in the Jackson Hole most of the summer, 
shot some scenes for the picture at the base of Moose Falls on 

September 16. None of the main characters was 
present but four doubles were used. No props were used in connec- 
tion with the filming in ths park. 


The eollection of the motor vehicle license fee was dis- 
continued at the close of September 30, which was the same dete as 
the previous year. 


The body of Arnolé Van Heuvelen, Janitor at the Memmoth 
Museum, who was drowned while fishing in the Yellowstone River near 
Deep Greek on August 10, was discovered by three fishermen from 
Livingston near Calcite Spring in the vicinity of Tower MU on 
September 15. Park rengers andothers helped in removing the body 
from the water, It was turned over to the Franzen Mortuary in 
Livingston where Willis Van Heuvelen, brother of the deceased, came 
from Bismarck, North Dakota, to accompany it to Hollend, Michigan, 
for burial, 


. Richard ¥. Herrenen, Engineer, Kay 8. 
Anderson, Engineering Aid, and George E. Lorenzen, Engineering Aid, 
Region Two, in September 4 to make surveys for future construction 
projects. Anderson departed September 14, Edward M, Joyce, District 
Information Officer, Bureau of Reclamation, Cody, in September 7. 
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John Gynn and Clarence Chapman, Blister Rust Control, Bureau of 
Entomology and Plant Quarantine, Spokane, Washington, in September 7. 
Assistant Regional Director Robert G, Hall in September 11 to attend 
Roads and Trails Meeting held September 13 - 16, Other personnel 
attending the meeting included: Paul McG. Miller, Chief, Minor Roads, 
Charles Bleka, Highway Engincer, Earl Disque, Landscape Architect, 
and B. L, Breeze, Chief, Major Roads, NPS, Washington, D. C.3 Wn. E. 
Robertson, Regional Engineer, Chester Brawn, Landscape Arehitect, 
Willaré P, Lindauer, Highway Engineer, Barnes MeeDonald, Highwey 
Engineer, Paul L. Mayrose, Highwey Engineer, NPS, Region Two; Ira 
Stinson, Engineer, Glacier; Frank Neubauer, Resident Landscape Archi- 
tect, Glacier; R. T. Montgomery, Engineer, and Andrew Feil, Resident 
Landseape Architect, Rocky Mountain; Edward D. Freeland, Superintendent, 
Grand Teton; Willian E. O'Neil, Jr., Regional Engineer, and Ralph 
Lipscomb, Highway Engineer, Region One; Thomas M, Moran, Highway 
Ingineer, and George D, Smith, Highway Engineer, Region Three; J, 
Shilko, Highway Ingineer, Region Four; John W. Eonert, Superintendent, 
Glacier; David Canfield, Superintendent, Rocky Mountain: H. G,. Weeden, 
Highway Engineer, and George E, Clark, Ghief, Construction Division, 
National Capital Parks; Ralph J. Cameron, Division Office, Portland, 
Oregon, Ralph Corlew, Division Office, Denver, Colorado, Howard 
Bixby, District Office, Cheyenne, Wyoming, and Edwerd Anderson, 
Denver, Bureau of Public Rosds, William Tuller and Stephen Hladio, 
U. &. Geological Survey, Boiss, Idaho, in September 13, to read 
stream gauges. Assistant Superintendent Francis D. Lalloue, Rocky 
| Mountain Netional Park, and Mrs, LaNous, in September 16 fer week's 
| vacation, Allyn Hanks, Superintendent, Theodore Roosevelt National 
Memorial Park, in September 16 enroute to Grand Teton National Park 
on vacation. Park Ranger James B. Orr, Mt. McKinley National Park, 
| and Mrs, Orr in September 17 on extended leave in States. Ralph 
| - Lewls, Museum Laboratory, NPS, Washington, D. C,, in September 17 to 
| assist in museum problems, out 20, Charles Blake, Highway Engineer, 
NPS, Washington, D. C., in September 21 on return from Glacier to 
review roads and trails problems and assist with estimates. George 
H. Sholly, Chief Renger, Big Bend National Park, in September 23 on 

. few days vacation in park, Willard P, Lindauer, Highway Engincer, 
Region Two, in September 26 on return from Glacier Park to review 
roads pnd trails problems and assist with estimates. Charles F. 
Hill, Ghief Clerk, Yosemite National Park, in September 27 with 
family on vacation. Oscar F, Northington, Superintendent, 
Fredericksburg National Militery Park, in September 12, out 14, on 
vacation. Barnes MacDonald, Highway Engineer, Region Two, who 
arrived in the park September 12 to attend the Roads and Trails 
Meeting, remained until September 30 assisting on roads and trails 
problems and estimates. 


In-Service Training. The Weekly Newsletter was issued 
each Thursday during the month to keep employees, concessioners and 
othere currently informed on park happenings. 
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Publicity. The August comparative travel figures were 
mailed to the park's mailing list on September 5. 


A story regarding the finding of the body on September 15 
of Arnold Van Heuvelen who was drowned while fishing in the Yellowstone 
River above Tower Fall on August 10, was phoned the Associated Press 
and United Press on September 16, _ 


A totel of 88,000 Yellowstone broadsides for 1951 remained 
on hand at the end of the month. It was proposed that the publication 
be not revised for 1952 as few changes were necessary but that an 
additional supply of 250,000 copies be printed for use in the park 
during the 1952 season. 


Plans, Maps and Surveys. The Resident Landseape Architect 
devoted the major portion of the month to Master Plan and road 
projects, 


A Roads and Trails Maintenance Conference was held in the 
park from September 13 to 16 at which representatives from four 
Regional Offiess, the Washington Office, and Clacier, Rocky Mountain 
and Grand Teton National Parks, 2s well as Bureau of Public Roads 
officials were present, The main purpose of the meeting wae the 
preparation and explanetion of new reporting and estimating forms to 
be used for 1953 fiscal year roads and trails accounts, Forty-four 
persons were present, 


Following the conference the annual road inspection was 
made with the following employees present most of the time: Highway 
Engineer Barnes MacDonald of the Region Office, Ralph Corlew and 
Howard Bixby representing the Bureau of Public Rosds from the Denver 
and Cheyenne offices, Assistant Superintendent Johnston, Resident 
Landseape Architect Mattson and Park Engineer Wohlbrandt. 


Richard ¥. Herranen, Ingineer, and Aid, George A. Lorenzen 
from the Regional Office arrived in the park September 4 and spent 
the remainder of the month on survey work in the Camyon area, 


Maintenance. September was a good month for maintenance 
operations and with a steady decline in traffic we were able to get 
our roads in fairly good condition to go inte winter. 


At the present time we are concentrating our efforts on the 
Canyon~Norris cutoff, Several dangerous vertical curves were eliminated 
and good progress made in removing the rocky points near the Virginia 
Cascades, Beginning September 13 and for the remainder of the month 
this section of the road was closed to travel from & a.m. to 5 p.m. 


except Sundeys. 
Most of the snow fence and guide poles are in place. 


eto aotugit lovers evivsisqmoo dengsl odf .yitotidud | 
ia ‘veda qe nto tab aera eteieaq on ont ot Sot tan 


L wadmedved. co Yoo ert ‘ko act tbh? art spre Bins tote Ae 
SsiC saetien end mt ants tt oficw borvorb eo orkr steLeviteH meV’ fiforrek to 
aaett bxtatoore’ edt bonodey aew ,OL demand no [fet sew ovods seviil - 
St radian OR f0- acer bot ind bn 


bemsamey [A0L wot seblabsoud omoteweLle¥ C00,88 Yo Latot A 
sotisatidug edt tadd besogetg cau JI doen offt Té bee et ta Brad co 
£28 sack dard yisaeseos stew sogasde wet as Stel wot bea bvet ton od 
rsq eflt ot oem mbt senlapoieien od asteos 000,088 ‘te yfeuie Latokttbhds 
»n0R. 588 seer out pati 


Jost ideth eysonbaal taebiaei edT . averne Dee Bo. woot | 
heot has geld votes of sttomm oft to mo biog “tof aot aa waterbb 
/. eeras 


edt ab ble sow porexetno0 sonatotniald ultevl bas abaen A 1 Atte 
WoL movt sevitetvoaomer doldy.da of o¢ CL tedaetqs@ mort alts 
sbesempoM ioc yrefeslO boa ,wolth) sodgatdes edt .eeoktiO fenofyat 
abou atidxd to nsemi ss Lev as duet Lenotse! moteT baetd bre 
edt sew yoiteem ot Lo oxsertiq ment off .tnederd eto elsholtto 
ot eet snivenifes bas yativocet wea ‘to soitansIqxs fre ols arBetoq 
TwoOt-grool ataooos al Lent fs abaon veoy Tsoelt f@0L wot beau od 
Jreastg etew ‘Btoateq 


aaw aoktooqert bent Lagan edd eodetetaeo od grivelfol - 
yawisll. semkt odt to team tmeseng aveyolens etttrolfot ont dt hr sham 
bos woltod dela ,ou KYO mobgel edd to Alarodos{ gemrell reorient 
vevaed oft movi ebaol olided Yo sae odd noritneserqet yell Siewoll 
dnehinel yxotamicl taobaatnived’ tostetaed .eeePYto onceyed) bas 
thasidldoll toententt oat bas aciedtaM soot ties oqson fet 


waacetot A ogtoo. ebEa Sroz emeetiy ell wsenertel | ¥ frtiinlo ts = . 
gaeqe bes J \ xodaiedget vray old nt hovirts o6£tt0 Canolyet ect mott 
.89TS cows! of mk asco Yeviwe fc anes hese ‘te “tobr fsmort Acid 


eateretnian ‘tot dhaom heog 8 ssw cedmeteqe? ‘iesitnesivabiat * i 
fon of olds eta ew ofttew mt onifoeb yhaete s dt by “Bes aito bheveigo 
swadciw otnt 3 od ste by bres se yicis® ok ogre) “uM 


Ont m0 wtsots Bede peeks sonar imonees sus. ew oabt Pnonecy ede cA | nen 
bat: smnback » stew sewnto Isobtrovy arorosreh Lareve®) ,Pietio ieneebeans ce 
tutgeakV ants “eon atniog Yoo edd amivomer at ebam etergoty boos bire 

—— ont to vebaismet ect tot bas tL rodmetqe@ gninrtge® .ashsoasd 
gq 2 of .o.2 8 sort Lovers od benolo es bso seit to soltoes afdd 


seam Ser 
voosig ak ots vofog oberg Din Goma vie itt’ we veo” eave 


s 


av abt v 
anerie ew  giah .sauagiewete Y 


Because of the severe labor shortage many camps have been 
closed. At the present time small road crews are located at Mammoth, 
Old Faithful, Lake and Canyon. 


Snow fell on the higher passes throughout the park on several 
occasions during the month and the Red Lodge Road was closed on three 
different occasions for from one to two days, Maintenance on the 
Red Lodge to Cooke rosd was discontinued for the season on September 30. 


New Construction. Work on Units 1 and 2 of the Moran to 
Yellowstone approach road was steady throughout the month, Most of 
the remaining work consists of placing the base course and one-inch 
bituminous mat. Four miles of the base have been placed on each unit 
and this operation is progressing very good. Unit One is approximately 
92 per cent complete. Unit Two is approximately 76 ver cent complete. 


Other construction projects active during the month were: 


Accounts 323,08 and 323.10, Walks, Barriers, Gratings and 
Signs in Thermal Areas,--About 700 feet of prefabricated walk was 
placed in the Thumb area during the month. This job is now 100 per 
cent complete, 


Account 323.03, Grand View Point,--New Point completed; 
old removed, Parking area still to be constructed, 


Account 323.12, Campground Roads, Old Faithful.--One loop 
completed, second loop $5 per cent completed, and third loop graded. 


Account 323.14, Roads and talks, Lake Hotel Cottage Area,-- 

Grading on east half completed. Storm drains are nearly campleted and 
eurbs 50 per cent complete. On the west half grading is 50 per cent 
complete, storm drain 10 per cent complete and curbs 20 per cent 
complete. Some gravel was placed on both east and west sections. 


Account 323.15, Campground Extension, West Thumb.-~This job 
is 100 per cent complete, 


Account 331.03, Comfort Stations, Old Faithful Campground.-- 
Foundation poured for three, frame work wp on three, and shingle roof 
on one. 


Account 331.05, Mess Hall, Road Camp, Lake,.--Job nearly 
complete, except for small amount of painting, 


Account 332.11, Sewage Disposal System for lake.--Eighteen 
hundred feet of force line in place; 2,300 feet gravity line in place. 
Power vault at pump house placed. 
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Account 333,02, Utilities, Tables, Fireplaces, Comfort 
Stations, Campground, Cli Faithful.--Four comfort stations completed, 
water and sewer nearly complete on all three loops. ‘ables and fire 
places complete on two loops. 


Aceount 331,10, Elk Trap, Mammoth.—-Most of the material is 
on hand, 


Account 331,11, Elk Trep, Gardiner.--Most of the material on 
hand; will start construction in sbout 10 days. 


Account 331.12, Comfort Stations (2), Old Faithful Camp- 
ground,--—Most material on hand, 


Account 331.13, Bumk House, New Utility Area, Lake.-—Ixpect 
to start work soon. 


Account 331.14, Remove Old ©.C.0, Buildings in New Lake 
Utility Area.--lixpect to start work soon, 


Complaints. Wine letters of complaint were received during 
the month, as follows: 1, south approach road, 2, mishendling of 
cabin reservations, 3. discourtesy and indifference of service station 
employees, 4. south approach road, 5, overcrowled campgrounds, lack of 
sanitary hookups for trailer houses and lack of electrical hookups 
causing some te run gasoline engines, 6. umsatisfactory condition of 
cabins and reservations not held, 7, inadequate eating facilities and 
service stations, necessitating lineups, $. condition of reads and 
trash along roadsides, 9, wnsatisfactory condition of cabins. 


Goncessioners, The Memmoth tourist cabins and cafeteria 
were closed for the season on September 1; Lake Hotel and Canyon Lodge 
closed after breakfast September 2: slso Thumb cafeteria, tourist 
cabins and boathouse; Lake Lodge dining room closed after breakfast 
September 4; Memmoth Hotel Dining Room and Grill closed after diner 
September $; also Mammoth repair shop, Old Faithful. Inn dining room 
and Canyon Hotel after lumch, Gld Faithful Lodge dining room, Lake 
Lodge cabins and Canyon cafeteria after breakfast, as well as Canyon 
tourist cabins and repair shop. Bus service, saddie horse service and 
teletype service were also discontinued on this date. ‘The Mammoth 
cottages were closed on September 15, the hotel remaining open through 
September 24. Old Faithful Lodge closed on September 15 as well as 
the Fishing Bridge boathouse, Old Faithful Inn closed on September 19, 
it heving been kept open for rooms along after September $ to accomme~ 
date several parties of railroad ticket agents, The Manmoth Coffee 
Shop was closed September 25. Fishing Bridge cafeteria, tourist eabins 
repair garage closed September 29. ‘The Haynes picture shop at 
st Trmb was closed September 3, Canyon shop September 15, the 
Tower Fall Store September 17, the Mishing Bridge shop September 19, 
the Old Faithful shop September 26 and the Mammoth shop September 30, 
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Dr. William Looney, Resident Physician at Canyon, departed 
on September 1; Dr. James Gerlach, Resident Physician at Old Faithful, 
was transferred to Mammoth on September 4 and became the Resident 
Physician for the winter; Dr, Lowell RK, Smith, one of the physicians 
at the Mammoth Hospitel, departed om September 5 andthe Mammoth 
Hospitel was closed officially on September i1. 


Teletype service was installed in the Chief Clerk's Office 
from the Mammoti Hotel on September 9, and a new mail schedule 
involving the departure of mail cach morning, except Sundays, at 
10 a.m. also became effective on thet date, 


Mr, and Mrs, ©, A, Namilton left for their winter home in 
Senta Moniea, California, on September 14, 


The first supply of the new 1951 Haynes Guide, which was a 
complete revision of the bock, wes received by Mr, Haynes on Septem- 
ber 22, The previous edition had been eampletely sold out some two 
weeks prior to the receipt of the new book, 


The Hamilten Lower Store at Old Faithful sterted taking in 
overnight, guests on September 29. 


Services snd Chapel Use, The regular religious 
services progrem scheduled for the summer season was terminated on 
the 9th of the month, the last serviees being these conducted by Mr. 
Warren Ost at Mammoth on the morning of that day and at Ole Feithful 
during the evening. This progrem wes exceptionally well attended at 
all points where-presented in the park, and it is certeinly to be 
hoped that it may be econtinned in the future. 


Rev, E, A, Syms of Livingston conducted non-denominational 
Protestant services in the Yellowstone Park Chapel at 7:30 p.m. on 
the 23rd and an Episcopal Communion Service at 7:30 p.m. on the 30th 
of the month, 


The winter Sunday School program for Yellowstone Park was 
initiated with the service at 10:30 a.m. om the 16th in the Chapel. 
Previously and subsequent te this time work on the part of the 
Sunday School Board resulted in organization of clesses for the 
different age groups and selection of teachers for each, Park 
Naturalist Upton has been very active in this work, and his efforts 
in this regerd have been much appreciated by the commnity. 


Interpretive Seryices. ‘The seasonal staff having been 
reduced to eight men by the lst of the month, interpretive activities 
were carried out on a limited basis during the first two weeks at 
Mammoth, Norris, Fishing Bridge and Old Faithful; final termination of 
field program oceurred with the closing of the 01d Faithful museum on 
the 23rd. 
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Mr, Condon's interpretive efforts in connection with his 
appointment as guide on the trip with the engineers on the 15th of 
the month constituted the only services of this nature rendered by 
members of the interpretive staff during September. 


Late in the month Perk Naturalist Upton removed the inter- 
pretive signs from the various nature trails and placeé them in 
storage, 


Museum Activities and Exhibits. The msewms at Mammoth, 
Norris and Fishing Bridge were open and rendering service to the 
public through the 12th of the month, wits Limited service during — 
shut-down activities rendered at each point through the 13th. The 
Old Faithful wmusem was kept open through the 22nd, Because of ite 
distance from the main highwey, public use of the Fishine Bridge 
museum was rather small during the latter days ef its operation, but 
substantial crowds made use of the information centers and interpretive 
facilities provided at Mammoth, Norris, and Old Faithful museums right 
up until closing time in each case, 


During Museum Administrator Lewis! sejourn in the park he 
visited all mseum and wayside exhibits to determine what could and 
should be done to improve these facilities, Some definite plans were 
discussed for a change of the Willow Park exhibit, and tentative plans 
were discussed for improvement of the interpretive plan at several 
other points, It is believed that some real good will derive from 


Mr, Lewls' survey of interpretive facilities in Yellowstone. 


Research and Observation. In an attempt to comply with a 
request received from Mr, Frank Holtman of the University of Tennessee 
for thermophylic samples, Park Naturalist Watson spent considerable 
time between the 13th and 19th of the month collecting fifteen semples 
of slime from various thermal features, These were collected in the 
Mud Voleano area and in ths Norris, Lower, Midway and Upper Geyser 
Basins and on the Mammoth Terraces, In connection with this project 
rock specimens for use in making up collections to satisfy requests 
from schools during the coming winter were also collected. 


During the period from the 20th through the 25th a concerted 
effort was made by members of the thermal area cleanup crew consisting 
of George Marler, Jack Heaton, and David Beal, and members of the 
permanent staff to promote an eruption of the Morning Glory Pool. 

Such an eruption was hoped for as a means of helping to clear this 
thermal feature of the large volume of miscellancous items throw into 
it during the past season by park visitors, 


On the 20th the Chief Park Naturalist and his two assistants 
cooperated with the field crew in shoveling and bailing water from 
the vent and the installation of six garden hoses as siphons, The 
water level was materially lowered, down to about 29 inches from the 
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top, but no eruption was promoted though the temperature wae reised 

to about 162°, ‘The following day Upton and Watson again cooperated 
in this effort, and at this time three more hoses were placed in 
operation making a total of 9 which were estimated to be removing 

not less than 900 gallons per hour. Additional water removal was 
effective by bailing and the level was agein redweed te about 28 
inches below the edge of the vent. On this occasion the temperature 
was raised te about 192°, but no eruption took place, Seven of the 
nine hoses were left, to siphon from the pool during the ensuing week~ 
end, the other two having developed leake whieh could not be stopped. 
On the 24th the field crew sought to further augment the water removal 
by installation of s 2-inch pipe siphon, but because of some leakage 
and another witil then overlocked principle this added facility feiled 
te perform, 


It was then noted that the temperature of the pool had risen 
to 202°, somevhat more than 2 degrees ahove bolling for that elevation, 
and that many steam bubbles were in evidenese, It was then eoncluded 
that steam getting into the lines was rendering them impotent as 
Siphons in the same manner that air leaks in such a system will cause 
Siphons to cease operation. By this time Marler, foreman of the crew, 
had about decided that 1t was not going to be possible to promote an 
eruption of the Morning Glory this year, but eoneluded to play his 
last ecard - the soap treatment. This was administered late Monday 
evening after all visitors were out of the area, but failed te promote 
the desired results, The laborious and time-consuming method of 
brushing down the sides of the pool and catching the debris in a 
basket appears to be the only effective means of removal. of the evi-~ 
dence of vandalism from the Morning Glory this season, And is it 
ever a disgusting sight!:i 


The almost complete absence of larce mammals during the 
latter part of the month slong the main highway of the park was 
noted by all members of the staff, The rather large herds of elk 
usually seen in several well-remembered meadows were not present this 
year, and the number of buffalo in Hayden Yalley and the usual areas 
between Madison Junetion and Old Faithful was noted to be considerably 
less than previously, One moose was seen in Willow Park late on the 
21st. 


Five sendhill cranes were seen by staff members in the 
Lower Geyser Basin area on the 20th and ons pair in the same area on 
the 2ist. ‘he ery of the osprey wes still heard along the Gerdiner 
River below Mammoth right up util month-end. More or less coincident 
with the leaving of many of the bird species from the park is the 
return to it of the American magpie; his presence is much in evidence 
in the headquarters area at this time. 


Natural History Association. The annual meeting of the 
Yellowstone Library and Museum Association was held at 10 a.m. in the 
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Chief Park Naturalist's office on September 24. Directors Wileox, 
Luce and Watson were not present. In the absence of Park Naturalist 
Watson, Chairman, whe was then on « forest fire assignment in Olympic 
National Park, Park Naturalist Upton served as temporary Chairman, 
Joseph Joffe was elected Chairman for the coming year, Retiring 
directors were reelected to the Board, and the regular business of 
the annual meeting was transacted, The reports of the Executive 
Secretary, the Treasurer, and that covering book resale operations 
and receipt of cash were read and accepted by the Board. 


It is believed pertinent to remark here that the clerk 
hired by the Association, Mrs. Alice Guist, te take care of the 
office work relative te resale operntions did an exceptionally fine 
job. The increase in hourly pay accorded her over thet allowed last 
year was amply justified by the additional amount and qvelity of work 
done, It is te be hoped that she may be rehired during the 1952 swmmer 
seaccn, 


Book sales by the Association were terminated at Old Faithful 
and Fishing Bridge museums on the izth of the month and at Memmoth on 
the 13th. ‘Seles by the Association in Yellowstone during September 
were $823.78. 


Late in the month the September-October issue of Yellowstone 
Nature Notes was published by the Association and virtually ready for 
mailing by month-end. 


Increase or Decrezse in Travel. A total of 126,996 persons 
entered the park this montis as compared with 123,299 for September in 
1950 or an increase of 3.0%. The totel travel for the seasonaf 1951 
was 1,166,346, as compared with 1,109,926 for 1959, or an inerease of 
5.08%. West Gate, Hast Gate and South Gete show an increase over 1950, 
whereag the North and Northeast Gates reflect a slight deerease, ‘The 
annual travel report is now being prepared which will show the campara- 
tive data for all types of travel, 


Light snow on the lith inconvenienced travel through the 
park slightly but « moderate snowfall on the Red Lodge-Cooke road 
stopped travel over that road from September 20 through the 24th. 
The road was opened again on the 25th and remained open through the 
month, 


. Five groups of railroad ticket agents and 
passenger sales men representing railroads throughout the United 
States made eduational trips to the park in September via railroad 
to the East and North Entrances, ‘The parties arrived on September 11, 
13, 15, 17 end 18. M, M. Gootisill, General Passenger Agent, Northern 
Pacific Railroad, St. Pawl, Minnesota, was in charge of the various 
groups. Joe Brooks, outdoor editor and photographer, in September 5 
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to gather material for a story for Ford Times. I. H. learom, former 
President, Dude Ranchers Association, and dude rancher operating near 
Cody, Wyoming, in September 15. Frang Lipp, nationelly known 
photographer whose exhibit of park pictures was displayed at the 
Chicago Art Institute this sumer, in September 19, Meredith B, 
Ingham, seasonal renger in 1946 and 1949 and now permanent ranger at 
Colonial National Historical Park, in September 24, Leonard deVries, 
Editer of youth periodical Hobby Club, Amsterdam, Netherlands, in 
September 1, out 6. Edward i) Groth, former American Consular 
General, Nairobi, Kenya Colony, Africa, and State Department employee, 
in September 5, out 8. Christopher P. Jayawardana, Chief Coumissioner 
of Ceylon Boy Seovts Association, Colombo, Ceylon, in September LL, 
out 17, Robert 0, Beatty, Conservation Direetor, Izagk Walton League 
ef America, Chicago, in September 13, 


Ranger Servies. On September 23 four rangers one park 
naturalist and one fire control aid departed for Olympic National 
Park due to e forest fire emergency near that park, They returned 
on the 27th after rain had reduced the fire danger in thet area. 


The Chief Ranger and Chief Park Naturalist conducted seven 
nembers of the Montana University faculty on a “Show Me" trip around 
the park on September 7 in connection with the course in Public 
Administration given each year at the University. 


Assistant Chief Ranger Evans attended the Southwest District 
of the Montana Wildlife Federation meeting at Inmis, Montana, on 
September 36. 


Ali park entranees were manned and permits sold through 
September 30. The gate hours were fran 7390 a.m, until 7:00 p.m, 
insofar as personnel was available, Highway patrols were carried on 
all month. Due te reduced travel, the patrolmen checked on fishermen, 
Goverment buildings and gave assistance to motorists and other related 
activities. 


Hunting patrols were started along the northern and southern 
boundaries of the park after hunting season opened in those areas 
outside the park, 


The patrol cabins were being repaired and maintained and 
rations and bedding put in for winter use. 


The Canyon Ranger Station was closed for the winter on the 
18th and the Canyon District included with the lake District for 
administrative purposes for the winter months, 


The majority of the rangers has moved to their winter stations. 


A crew has been engaged all month in putting up the pro-~ 
tective fences aromd the amal] trees and shrubbery at Momnoth, 
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Other activities have included law enforcement, fish planting, 
trail erew work supervision and recovery of a drowned person, 


Wildlife and Fish Cultural Activities. BEARS. Reports of 
three persons being injured by bears were received during September, 
bringing the total bear injury reports to 38 for the season. Reports 
of property damage caused by bears mounted to 74 for the season as 15 
reports were received during the month, It was necessary to dispose 
of 9 bears in September, making a total of 46 bears destroyed this 
year. ‘The total included & eubs which had to be disposed of since they 
could not survive without their mothers, and two other bears which had 
been crippled and were dispatched as humane measures, 


Bears continued to frequent the roadsides and developed areas 
through the entire month and were particularly numerous for this late 
season in the Lake and Canyon districts. 


FISH. Fish were planted in park waters during September as 
shown below: 


Water Planted Species Size Number 


Yellowstone Lake 
Arnica Bay Blackspotted Fry 200,000 
Bridge Bay Blackspotted Fry 141,800 
Stevenson Island HBlackspotted Fry 300,000 
Squaw Lake Blackspotted Fry 341,000 
Lewis River Blackspotted Fry 100,000 
Aster Creek Blackspotted Fry 50, 000 
Gardiner River #1 Rainbow #14 16,200 


Grebe Lake was checked on September 19 and 55 fish were 
examined, Montana grayling of all age classes were present and these 
fish ranged in size from 165 inches to 6 inches, Sixteen of the fish 
checked were rainbow which ranged in size from about 7 inches to 17 
inches in length. All fish appeared to be in good to excellent condi- 
tion. 


On September 28 a rainbow trout which weighed 9 pounds and 
4 ounegs was taken from Goose Lake in the Old Faithful District. A 
brown trout 26 inches long and weighing 7 pounds and & ounces was 
taken from the Madison River in he park near the west boundary on 


July 14. 


Reports of fishermen, observations by park rangers and 
investigations by Fish and Wildlife Service personnel give strong 
indication that the fish population of Yellowstone Lake and the 
Yellowstone River above Canyon has decreased rapidly during the last 
four seasons, More effective enforcement of the limit of catch regu- 
lation and shorter fishing season appear necessary to prevent very 
serious depletion of the fishery. 
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BISON. It was reported on September 18 that 10 bison had 
been observed recently in the Mink Creek and Wolverine Creek drainages 
south of the park boundary, This report also stated that fresh bison 
tracks had been seen on the upper Snake River and near Coulter Creek. 
These observations indicate that bison have moved into new areas during 
the summer. 


Preliminary arrangements for carrying on a reduction of 
bison in the Lamar area next winter have been initiated. It is 
anticipated that 200 to 250 animals will be removed if snow condi- 
tions are favorable for trapping during late December and early Janu- 
ary» 


ELK, The early elk hunting season in Slough Creek, Hellroaring 
Creek, and Cooke areas of Park County, Montana, opened on September 15, 
Reports indicate that only a few elk were taken as weather was mild and 
there was no snow on the ground, 


Posts and wire fencing have been received for construction 
of new elk traps near Mammoth and the north entrance. Construction is 
expected to commence about mid-October, 


On September 30, Assistant Chief Ranger Evans attended a 
meeting of the Southwestern Division of the Montana Wildlife Federation 
at Emmis, Montena. The group approved the "Elk Lift" and voted to 
solicit trucks and funds from private individuals to facilitate this 
operation, Mr, Evans also visited the Fish and Wildlife Service Fish 
Cultural Station and inspected the new raceways in the hatchery. 
Fifteen raceways have been completed to date, and when all installa- 
tions are completed they will total forty. 


a Forest Fire Protection. The four seasonal smokejumpers 

| terminated their services on the 14th. Smekejumper squad leader made 
| a trip to Missoula during the week of September 17 to 21 to return 
the parachute equipment which had been in Yellowstone in « rental 
basis during the fire season. 


Property Clerk Nuss completed a thorough inventory of all 
forest fire fighting equipment located in all park caches and the 
Mammoth fire cache. 


All fire control aids had been terminated by the middie of 
the month. 


Blister Rust Control. September 12 was the last day the 
Blister Rust crew worked in the field and the camp was closed for 
the season the following two days. 


Qn September 10 Messrs. John Gynn and W. S. Chapman made a 
trip over the new control area on the west fork of Carnelian Creek for 
the purpose of choosing a camp site and route for a trail into the area. 
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Trails. All trail work for this season was completed by 
the end of the month, ‘The two men crew in the Snake River District 
was terminated September 21. They had worked the south boundary 
trail also some trails in the Heart Lake and Harebell areas, 


The seven men crew working the lynx Creek trail was termi- 
nated September 27. Considerable fine work was accomplished by this 
crew during the month they spent in this remote area. The entire 
trail from the junction with the Yellowstone River to Fox Creek cabin 
was worked with heavy concentration in the lower Lynx Creek region. 
Here some 200 feet of corduroy was constructed and 700 yards of trail 
re-routed as well as extensive drainage and retreading on the entire 
trail, This trail, whieh was in very poor condition, has now been 
vastly improved, 


Building Fire Protection. Activity in this department was 
statie most of the month with early closing dates for most facilities 
being put into effect and concessioners buildings closed for the 
season, 


The Individual Building Mire Report on the small fire which 
occurred in the recreation room of Hamilton's Fishing Bridge Store 
August 28, was submitted to the Regional Office Septenber 4. The 
amount of damage resulting from this fire was slight due to early 
discovery. 


Accidents and Public Safety. Vehicle accident reports during 
the month of September consisted of: 3 Class A aceidents, 7 Class B, 
accidents, 4 Non-reportable accidents, and 1 Class A accident involving 
a government vehicle, totaling 15. Employees, both coneessioner and 
govarmment, were responsible for five of the accidents. 


Tne body of Arnold Van Heuvelen, who was drowned in the 
Yellowstone River on August 10, was recovered on September 15. 


Law Enforcement. A total of ten law enforcement cases was 
investigated and tried before the U. S. Commissioner during the month, 
as follows: Grand Lareeny 2, Petty Larceny 1, Fishing with illegal 
lures 2, Speeding 2, Excessive number of fish in possession 2, and 
Drunken Driving 1. 


Three boys were also apprehended with stolen property in 
their pssession which had been stolen in West Yellowstone, Montana. 
These boys were held for the Montane authorities. 


Upon request of Wyoming authorities, an employee of Pryor 
Stores, Inc, was taken into custody and later turned over to the 
Sheriff of Park County, Wyoming. 


Ten individual records of offense were reported during the 
month with only four of these still pending. 
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Births. A son, 6 pounds, 4+ ounches, named Russell Crane 
Watson, was born to Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Watson at the Mammoth Hospital 
on September 3. Mr, Watson had been a fire control aid in the park 
during the seasons of 1945, 1946 and 1947 and is now with the Mish 
and Wildlife Service in Billings. The Watsons were visiting in the 
park at the time of the birth, 


Deaths. The yougest of the twin boys, William L., born 
to Mr. and Mrs, Lloyd Winkle at the Mammoth Hospital on August 31, 
died at the Mammoth Hospital on September 3. 


The father of Mrs, Stanley McComas, wife of Assistant Chief 
Ranger McComas, died at Oak Harbor, Washington, on September 11, Mr. 
and Mrs. MeComas attended the funeral services, 


The body of Arnold Van Heuvelen, National Park Service 
laborer, who drowned while fishing in the Yellowstone River on August 
10, was located near Calcite Spring in the Tower Fall area by fisher-— 
men on September 15, The body was turned over to the Franzen Mortuary 
in Livingston and returned to Holland, Michigan, for burial. 


Personnel, Park Naturalist Condon departed for lashington, 
D. C. on September 24 to attend a conference of regional naturalists 
to be held in the Director's Office October 1-7. Following the 
meeting he will remain on assignment in the Director's Office for 
the remainder of the month on work in connection with the naturalist 
program, He visitedthe Region Two Office enroute to Washington and 
will also visit a number of National Park Service areas in the East, 


The U. S, Civil Service Commission on September 6 approved 
the retirement for disability for Assistant Chief Ranger Breynton R, 
Finch, to become effective at the close of business September 30. 


Ellis E. Gabbert, Fiscal Accountant, G5-7, who was trans- 
ferred from Olympic National Park to fill the vacancy created by the 
transfer of Charles E, Fuller to Carlsbad Caverns National Park, 
entered on duty in Yellowstone on September 7. He arrived in the park 
on September 11. This position has been vacant since May 31 as con- 
siderable delay resulted in Mr, Gabbert's reporting to Yellowstone. 


The services of Glyndon G. Abbie, seasonal Messenger, and 
Patricia A. Shanstrom, seasonal Clerk Stenographer, GS-3, terminated 
at the close of business September 7. The services of James BE. Watt 
and Robert E. Lee, seasonal Storekeepers (General), GS-3, terminated 
at the close of business September 14 and 19, respectively. 


The transfer and promotion of Frank T. Hirst, Supervisory 
Park Ranger (District Park Ranger), GS-7, to the position of Chief 
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Park Ranger, GS-8, Mount McKinley Nationai Park, became effective 
8:00 a.m, September 21, on which date the Hirsts departed for their 
new station. 


Edmund B, Rogers 
Superintendent 
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